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I just don’t understand how you can throw eternal life and salvation away so easily.  Don’t you remember that I brought you to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and not the law; and yet, after I leave, you turn your back on the Spirit and focus again on the material world of law?  See that it was through belief and not the law that the Lord made Abraham righteous, and promised that all of Abraham’s descendants shall also be made righteous.  Therefore, Galatians, since the Christ Jesus was a descendent of Abraham, and faith in Him brings you to Christ, you are also a descendant of Abraham by your faith and made righteous by the Lord.  On the other hand, if you should follow the law you are cursed because if you do not follow the law perfectly then you are not justified by God, yet the law is too complex for any person to perfectly fulfill, therefore all who follow the law are cursed.  Christ himself, by hanging from a tree (cross), fell under this curse of law shared by all; but His death was the payment which bought humanity out of slavery of the law so that we may share in salvation through faith.  Additionally, God’s promise to Abraham was to his ‘offspring,’ not to his ‘offsprings,’ which means that God is to justify one person, Christ, and allow us to be justified through the One.  And to those who argue that the law came after the promise, and therefore nullifies the promise, I say that just as when we make a decision nobody can nullify it, God’s previous covenant with Abraham is not nullified by the introduction of the law.


What then is the purpose of the law if it does not bring salvation?  It was given to a mediator, Moses, from the Lord God in addition to the promise, for the purpose of defining our unconscious wrongdoings into sinful acts to protect us from ourselves until Christ came to fulfill the promise of Abraham.  However, the law is not opposed to the promise because both possess separate responsibilities, the law can only condemn us to sin and transgression, while the promise has the power to free us from the sin of the law.  And although we were all imprisoned by the sin taught to us by the Torah, it has given the believers an opportunity to fulfill the promise through faith in Jesus Christ and achieve salvation and freedom from sin.  Before Christ, the law existed to keep us safe, like a father, but now that Christ has come, the fulfillment of the promise is possible through faith so that all may become free from the law and sons of God.  It was through your baptism that you became sons of God, joining in Christ where there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, and where all are Abraham’s offspring and therefore heirs to the promise.  With this knowledge it should be clear to you that like when we were young and lived under the guardianship of our fathers until he choose to release our inheritance, we were also young before Christ, living under the guardianship of the law until Jesus came to redeem us.  And now, we are no longer young and disciplined under the law, but adopted by Christ through faith, heirs of Abraham, and receivers of the promise.


We all know that you used to be pagans, but you are Christians now, and you should not be observing the special holidays of your old, weak gods.  Why do you want to give up what you and I have worked so hard to achieve – a faith in Christ and eternal salvation.  Fellow Galatians, we are friends, for we are all Christians, and you treated me with utmost kindness while I was with you; and since we are friends, let me be frank, my opponents are courting you for their own material gain, and so I ask you to imitate me in the things you do so that I will be an example for you in times of misunderstanding.  But right now, I am worried about you because you are inexperienced Christians and I wish I were there to guide you.


But until I am there, do not be fooled by my opponents’ arguments about the law of circumcision, because I say to you that you are already children of Isaac and heirs to the promise simply by your faith in Christ.  If you allow yourselves to become circumcised as my opponents say you must, then you will submit yourselves to slavery again, but this time to the law instead of paganism.  Because of your faith in Christ that I have witnessed, you are free from the law; yet, if you submit to circumcision then Christ’s work means nothing for you because you will be nullifying the freedom Christ gave you from the law.  And as I have said before, if you submit to the law, you must submit yourself to the entire law, and since nobody can follow the entire law exactly, you will condemn yourselves.  But I have faith that you are strong enough Christians to resist the teachings of those against me.  For those who are leading you astray will get theirs in the end.


Brothers and sisters, this newfound freedom from the law carries with it a responsibility, that of service to others and your community.  For the greatest commandment is “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  A life of one who believes in Christ is directly opposed to a life of one who engages in immoral acts.  Acts such as licentiousness, jealousy, quarrels, and anger have no place in the Kingdom of God and will jeopardize your life in Christ.  On the other hand, people who have faith in Christ must always act morally, practicing faith, peace, joy and love.  Christ will give those who believe the will to act rightly, just as Christ has given us freedom from the law and salvation.

