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From the biblical text and the Jewish worldview, there comes an understanding of the relationship that bonds God to everything.  Within this relationship with God is a place for human and non-human life, covenant, law, Torah, and all of creation. What must be seen is that there are also relationships between each of the pieces of this larger bond; and that these relationships carry with them serious implications for all life on our planet today which must be understood in order to continue to fulfill God’s intentions.  


Genesis 1 tells of God being the sole creator of all things, it gives the image of an artist and their art.  The art (creation) is part of the artist, in the way that it is a reflection of them, it is because of the reflection that the artist (God) has a relationship with their art.  One is able to say the same about God’s relationship with human and non-human life.  God created both, and is like a father because he cares, is responsible, and provides for his children (humans and non-humans).  It is the creation, by its very nature, which began this relationship between God and everything.  


Although there is a very profound and important relationship between God and all things, there are also very consequential relationships between each part of creation.  Creation, as with God, has a relationship with all things that God created.  The reason for this relationship is that creation encompasses human, non-human, and non-living things.  This allows creation to bond with each part of God’s work because each part is a portion of creation.  This implies that each portion of creation must respect each other because they are, in essence, the same being.  


The idea of mutual respect between the parts of creation is especially applicable to the relationship between human and non-human life. 

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone, I will make him a helper as his partner.”  So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air…  (Genesis 2:18-19)

From this passage, we see that God intended all non-human life to be Adam’s partner in the journey to fulfill God’s intentions.  Therefore, because God intended it to be so and each is a piece of creation, human and non-human life must respect each other and be ‘partners’.  This must be the relationship between these two integral and equal pieces of creation because it was created as such.  


Covenant is created to preserve the relationship between God and creation and the separate pieces of creation themselves.  In Genesis 9:8-17, God enters into covenant with all of creation with the purpose of protecting creation from God’s wrath in the future and thereby preserving the constant relationship between God and creation.  After a relationship has been achieved, it must be kept; the way this is done is through Torah.  Torah is an attitude towards life, which is founded and based in the love of and relationship with God.  By creating Torah, the Israelites were then able to lay guidelines for behavior that would assist in keeping the Torah.  

These guidelines became the biblical laws that are prevalent in Leviticus and Deuteronomy.  The purposes of these laws were to help humans understand what is necessary of them to keep in right relationship with God and thereby keep the covenant.  It is now clear that laws are created to keep Torah, Torah is created to keep covenant, and covenant is created to keep the relationship.  This is the relationship between law, Torah, and covenant.    


Now that these various relationships are understood, it is possible to see the serious implications that face all life on Earth in our present time.  The questions will be raised: are we partners with non-human life, are we fulfilling God’s intentions, are we in right relationship with God and the rest of creation?  The answers lie in these questions: how do we treat our planet, do we respect and love creation, how are we reacting to people who do not respect creation, are we keeping the covenants with God?  The ecological implications are clear to see, but what of the ethical implications?  If we are in relationship with God as well as with each other, can we consider the death penalty as breaking the relationship?  How does that affect our relationship with God?  

The relationship between God and creation encompasses all the smaller relationships between the pieces of creation.  Yet, the relationships between the individual pieces are extremely important unto themselves.  This is because they hold the key to understanding, and thereby fulfilling, the ultimate relationship, which is being in a right relationship with God.  The implications these relationships introduce are fundamental to fulfilling the covenant that is preserved by God.  Therefore, these implications must be addressed in order for the relationships to be maintained and then all of creation may keep in right relationship with its God.  

