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Heritage Speech

Title: Family Stories and their Role in My Life

Specific Purpose: To inform my audience about the ways family stories of our Italian/Sicilian heritage have influenced my life.

Thesis: Stories about my family’s history are one part of my heritage and play two roles in my life: it gives me a sense of pride in where my family comes from, and it gives me a sense of belonging.

I. Introduction

II. Because of my family’s stories, I have a sense of pride in what my ancestors accomplished.

a. The pride comes from a feeling that I am part of a unique and continuing story.

b. I feel, now, that it is my turn to impact that story because it is part of who I am.

III. Through these stories, and the act of sharing them, my family becomes closer and we feel we belong to something special and unique.

a. Through the stories, our family has a shared knowledge that gives us a common thread.

b. Each member of our family adds their experiences to the stories, which bring us together because we are all part of the stories.

IV. Conclusion

