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CHARACTERS

Charles Parker – The Pub’s Proprietor

Elizabeth (Lizzy) – The Waitress

Richard Lonegate – A Democratic-Republican and friend of George

George Winthrop – A Democratic-Republican and friend of Richard

Benjamin Brooks – A Federalist and a friend of the Candidate (Jonathan Mock) 
SETTING

The year is 1800.  The place is a somewhat large pub in an unnamed city in the State of New York.  Charles is keeping the bar and Lizzie is serving drinks to customers at the numerous tables.  There is a window stage right and the door is just up stage from the window with a coat rack near it.  The bar is upstage and there are tables scattered over the rest of the stage.  There is a curtained doorway behind the bar where the bartender keeps more liquor.  It seems like twilight on a late fall day from the view out the window.  There is a fireplace stage right and there is a fire burning in it.  In front of the fireplace is a dog that sleeps to a point where you may wonder if it is still alive.  There are candles on every table.

George is sitting at a table; Lizzie approaches the table.

Lizzie: Can I get you something sir?

George: Why don’t you get me one of them fine Pennsylvanian whiskeys you got up there while I’m waiting for my friend.

Lizzie walks to the bar, Richard enters – he looks around for a second, sees George, and hangs his coat and hat.
Richard: Hello George.  (Walking towards George’s table)

George rises to meet Richard and the friends shake hands courteously.
George: How have you been Richard?

Richard: Oh, fine, fine.

George: And the family?

Richard: They’re doing fine also, Emily is expecting another child shortly.

George: What wonderful news, that alone is worth celebrating!

Lizzie returns with George’s drink.
Lizzie (to Richard): Something I can get you sir?

George: Get my friend here a good whiskey, I’ll buy.

Richard: Oh no no…

George:  Now don’t argue, we’re celebrating.  (Waving Lizzie off)
Richard smiles and thanks George while the door opens and Benjamin enters with a smile.  Benjamin walks over to Charles, they shake hands, Charles is not smiling.  

Richard and George engage in small talk about their families and businesses.

Benjamin begins to go table-by-table introducing himself and shaking hands, although the audience can’t hear what he is saying.

Lizzie returns with Richard’s drink.
George (noticing Benjamin): Hey Lizzie, who is that bloke?

Lizzie:  A friend of Jonathan Mock, the Federalist candidate for the House of Representatives.

Benjamin approaches George and Richard’s table.  Lizzie leaves the table.
Benjamin: How do you do sirs?  I am Mr. Benjamin Brooks, proprietor of  Brooks Textiles and Shoes, and a friend of Mr. Jonathan Mock.  Perhaps you gentlemen have heard of him?

Richard:  Sir, I have not, and may I enquire to your business here?

Benjamin: Sir, I am simply a friend of Mr. Jonathan Mock who is a candidate for the House of Representatives in Philadelphia.  I wish to tell kind folks, such as yourselves, how Mr. Mock plans to Represent you in The House.

George: I have heard of Jonathan Mock, he is one of them Federalists, that’s what I’ve heard.

Richard: Is that true sir?

Benjamin: Aye sir, Mr. Mock does align himself from time-to-time with the group called the Federalists, as so do I.

Richard: Well Mr. Brooks, I can’t say that I support the Federalists.  I myself am a Democratic-Republican sir; and may I be so bold as to say that I hope the fine Mr. Jefferson beats that Tory, John Adams.

George: Here here!

Benjamin is calm and does not look surprised; he has probably heard this before
Benjamin: Sir, I cannot say that your position is unappreciated by Mr. Mock, but let me tell you the virtues of the Federalists that you may not be aware of.

Richard: Alright sir, but be quick about it.

Benjamin (motioning to sit): May I have a seat?

George motions ok, and Benjamin pulls up a chair and joins the men at the table
Benjamin: Let me begin gentlemen by saying our party has the support of some of the most powerful and influential men in this country; these include brokers, lawyers, gentlemen, and others.

George: They only support Mr. Mock because they know the Federalists will attempt to keep the aristocracy in power!

Benjamin: No!  Now listen here…

Richard (interrupting Benjamin):  Yes!  Why do you think they sent President Washington to put down the Whiskey Rebellion?  Because they can’t let the farmers gain any power!

George: What do you say to that Mr. Brooks?  The Federalists want to make our government into the British government!  I hear they’ve even asked the King for advice!

Benjamin:  Gentlemen, calm yourselves, please!  Mr. Mock wants none of those things.  The bankers and lawyers support Mr. Mock because they understand that he knows best!  These people have a lot invested in this country and want to make sure they’re money is safe!  Now grant me you understand that they want safe investments.

Richard:  I understand your point Mr. Brooks.  However, I must disagree.  I do not think that that damn Mr. Hamilton in Philadelphia is worried about protecting his constituent’s investments, he’s more worried about staying in power and creating a monarchy with Mr. Washington!

Benjamin:  No sir, not a monarchy, a strong national government.  This is a new country and we need a strong central leadership to get us through these tumultuous times.  It is not enough to have a confederation of states who can barely hold themselves above water!  What we need is a union, with a man like Adams as president and Mr. Mock representing you.

George:  Sir, if I may, I think what is needed is a weak national government with strong local and state governments!  If we don’t, we will end up with a tyranny like London!  Philadelphia is so far from here, how do they know what we need, or what is best to tax?  They don’t!  Our state and local officials sir, who we elect because they know us, understand what’s best for us.

Benjamin:  However our differences in how we view our new nation, and who should be leading, I am of the opinion we agree that we need to keep our nation together, and to protect her from our enemies.

Richard: Here here to that Mr. Brooks!

George:  The first reasonable thing you’ve said all evening Mr. Brooks.

Benjamin: And that is what Mr. Mock wants sir, to protect this new and great nation and her citizenry from outside enemies.  You see sir, Federalists, such as Mr. Mock and I, want not to recreate England here, or even bring England to this great nation; the reason we work so closely with England is for the sole fact that we can use England’s resources and trade power to help us jump start our industry and trade.  Why should we deny ourselves the prosperity that would be wrought trading with a nation such as England!

George:  Sir, if you would please remember the Philadelphia election of  ’94 between Mr. Fitzsimons and Mr. Swanwick.

Benjamin: I certainly remember that.

George:  In that race Mr. Fitzsimons, a Federalist, lost to Mr. Swanwick, whom you may remember as a Democratic-Republican.  The reason for Mr. Fitzsimons’ loss is simply because the Federalists used their wealth to abandon everyone who didn’t have the money to escape the fever, save Dr. Rush.

Benjamin:  That was a sad event, but you must concede that if every person in Philadelphia at that time had the ability to leave, they would have.

George:  Mr. Brooks, I implore you to understand the way things are.  Of course the people who could not leave would have, however they did not have the resources.  It would have been the right thing to do if the Federalists would have stayed and assisted in that terrible event.

Richard: God rest their souls.  I assume your Mr. Mock supports Mr. Hamilton, and Adams.

Benjamin:  Sirs, Mr. Hamilton and President Adams have done wonderful things for this country.  That is why Mr. Mock supports them.

Richard:  Have you noticed the handbills outside this pub sir?

Benjamin:  I have not, it was too dark when I entered.

Richard: I suggest you notice them on your way out, they describe how federalist is another word for royalist!

Benjamin:  Sirs, I think I will leave you to your celebrations now.  But one last comment if I may be so bold.  Your distain for Federalists, it seems, comes from your distain of aristocracy.  However, please understand that there always will exist an aristocracy in human culture.

Benjamin rises from his seat

Richard: That we will agree on Mr. Brooks.  However, if I may add, the aristocracy that will always exist will not always know the right path for every person.  Just because they are in a higher class does not make them more intelligent about life and situations.
Benjamin:  If there is nothing else I can do for you sirs, I appreciate your time and bid my leave.  

Bows, goes to the door, takes his coat and hat and leaves.

Richard (to George): I will not be voting for Mr. Mock.

George:  Me neither, who is the Democratic-Republican candidate?

Richard:  I don’t know, but lets have another of those fine Pennsylvanian whiskeys.

George (to Lizzie):  Two more here Lizzie.

Lizzie:  Coming sirs.

Lights fade to black.
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