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c. ART MUSEUM SPEECH OUTLINE

General Purpose: To inform

d. Specific Purpose: To have my audience to understand Monet’s “River at Lavacourt” both technically and aesthetically.

e. Desired Response: To have my audience become more appreciative of this work because of its artistic beauty and technical perfection.

f. Thesis Statement: Monet’s painting, “River at Lavacourt” is an excellent example of an artists’ use of texture, and line to achieve a beautiful and aesthetically pleasing work of art.

INTRODUCTION

g. Attention Getter:  “Has anyone ever opened and closed their eyes for a very brief period of time and still seen an impression of the image?”  This is the effect impressionist painters attempt to achieve: to capture a very brief image of life on canvas.  

h. Reason to Listen:  Because they want to know how impressionist painters achieve the same effect the audience has experienced when they open and close their eyes quickly.

i. 1st Transition:  The first element of this beautiful painting that struck me when I saw it was the unique texture Monet created.

BODY

j. Impressionist painters in the 19th century created a new way to look at the world, not as a continuous film, but as a series of brief snap-shots of life; because of this philosophy, their works are usually out-of-focus and therefore present an unusual and unique texture. 

k. Unlike other works you may have viewed, the texture of this work is not physical, but simulated.

i. Monet achieved this using patches of color rather than using a continuous color spectrum through the work.

ii. Notice in the water, the blue is broken up by white patches, these patches are supposed to represent the reflection of the clouds in the river.

1. Instead of puffy images, Monet simply gives us an impression of the clouds in the water, as if he never clearly saw the clouds, just faint representations of them.

l. The work’s texture helps Monet to achieve his goal of painting an image that shows only a brief slice of time.

i. By using a texture that causes the work to appear out of focus, the audience cannot gain an absolutely clear understanding of the work.

1. Exactly what happens when one attempts to analyze an impression in your mind, a lot of details are gone.

II. 2nd Transition: Monet is clearly successful in the use of texture to achieve his goal of an impression, but Monet’s use of line is also important in the work.

III. Monet uses line in the work to give the work a sense of contrast and rhythm.

a. The most interesting visual aspect of the work is how Monet almost divides it into two separate paintings.

i. On the left side of the trees are the river, dock and people.

1. Notice how nearly all the lines are horizontal.

a. This is achieved through painting the definite lines as horizontal and, if you look closely, the brush strokes themselves are also horizontal.

ii. On the right side of the trees are the buildings and land.

1. These lines are almost all vertical.

a. Same as the left side, the buildings’ definite lines are vertical, as well as the brush strokes.

iii. Because horizontal lines are calming, and vertical lines represent strength, the lines on the right side with the water are horizontal, and the lines on the building side are vertical.

1. The contrast is so great that is almost difficult to look at both at the same time: your eyes force you to look at only one side at a time.

iv. This contrast leads to a very stimulating experience while viewing the painting because your mind is attempting to reconcile on side with the other.

v. However, even though the painting contains a great deal of contrast, in the same way, Monet provides a sense of rhythm within the work.

1. Rhythm in the work is created by the repetition of lines that Monet uses.

a. Notice how the horizontal lines on the left, blend into the tree and are then turned vertical on the other side.

i. In this way, the eye can traverse smoothly from left-to-right across the work.

b. This sense of rhythm helps the work to gain cohesion between the contrasting left and right parts of the canvas.

CONCLUSION

Summary:  So we’ve examined two elements, texture and line, that Monet cleverly and successfully employed to fulfill his philosophy of presenting the viewer with an instant of life.

b. Exit Line:  Monet is well known as both an innovator and a master with regards to technical and aesthetic elements; and this mastery is clearly shown in his work, “The River at Lavacourt.”

