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During the visit to the art museum, I had the opportunity to appreciate many works of art; however, five works especially caught my eye.  These particularly fine works were, Van Dyck’s “Portrait of Cardinal Domenico Rivarola,” Monet’s “River at Lavacourt,” Hassam’s “Mt. Hood,” Bunce’s “Spacescape,” and Picasso’s “Head of a Woman.”  Each work of art demonstrates the artist’s mastery of their medium; nonetheless, three particular elements standout when viewing these masterpieces, line, texture, and color.


The first work I choose was Van Dyck’s “Portrait of Cardinal Domenico Rivarola.”  The reason for choosing this work is that it stood out in the gallery room because of the intense red color in the Cardinal’s robe.  An amazing element, Van Dyck successfully simulated the shimmer of silk in the painting by highlighting the red robe with white.  This highlighting also created a smooth and powerful texture that allowed Van Dyck to realistically portray the Cardinal in real life.  The last element, line, played an important role in the painting because all of the lines in the work, the shoulders, the Cardinal’s cap, and the creases in the Cardinal’s robe all directed the viewer’s eyes to the Cardinal’s face.  What also helped the direction of the eyes was the fact that his face, white in color, was directly between two red elements, the cap, and the robe, which made the face standout.  These elements of color, texture, and line helped Van Dyck portray the Cardinal in a realistic manner and give the viewer a stimulating experience.


The second work I choose was Monet’s “River at Lavacourt.”  This work stood out particularly because of Monet’s perfect impressionistic execution.  As is the key with all impressionism, the texture immediately began to stimulate the mind to create details that are missing in the work.  Monet creates this texture by utilizing patches of color rather than the standard smooth spectrum expected from most other works.  The colors themselves are also important in this work because of the pastels Monet chooses.  These colors help achieve an impressionistic style in the way that they refuse to allow details to take over.  However, these colors and textures give way to line as the most dominate feature in the work.  Here, Monet creates almost two separate works, the painting to the left of trees in the center of the frame is created almost solely with horizontal lines, while the painting to the right of the trees is dominantly vertical.  This creates a strong contrast in the work and provides an evocative experience.


After looking through quite a few works, Hassam’s “Mt. Hood” was the Northwest representational painting I decided I enjoyed the most; however, it wasn’t until careful inspection of the work that I came to appreciate it.  The best feature of this painting is the artist’s use of color.  The predominate hue in the work is hue, with some green intermixed.  Yet, in the center of the frame is this big white triangle, Mt. Hood, standing proudly – drawing your complete attention.  The contrast of textures in the work is also important.  Below the mountain is a very complex texture of a blue background with green, red, and orange (all light in saturation) patches, while above the mountain is a smooth sky.  This contrast of texture helps the artist to evoke a feeling of strength with an underlying commotion that makes the work a pleasure to look at.


The fourth painting I choose was in a group with many other wonderful works, all of which I would have loved to display in my home.  Nevertheless, I choose Bunce’s “Spacescape” over the others because of its beautiful blend of texture and color.  The first thing I saw when I viewed this work was red, which then shifted to pink and then orange.  When I looked at it closer, I was struck by the texture of the paint on the canvas and its effect on the work.  The paint texture complements the numerous other elements in the painting such as the lines that are very prominent.  What I thought of when I analyzed the lines were ocean and land; longer vertical lines on the right side contrast quick, small, closed circles on the left side of the canvas, separated by a white vertical band.  The circles evoked a thought of ocean foam or surf, while the vertical lines made me think of mountains.  All of these elements, the color, texture of the paint, texture of the shapes, and the lines all helped make this an accomplished work that is very interesting to view.


The last piece I choose was a sculpture, Picasso’s “Head of a Woman.”  While the sculpture was in the company of some very good work, this one I looked at for a very long time for one particular reason, the contemplative strength, and serenity in the face of the woman.  There were two elements that helped accomplish such a look in the sculpture, the line and the texture.  The lines were strong and defined, so much so that the hair on the woman’s head was almost reminiscent of thick animal scales.  The lines caused a grotesque look in the face, but kept the deeper soul of the work.  All the line also tended to force the viewer’s eyes to the woman’s eyes – which were looking down, and cause me to want to know what she was looking at.  The texture of the sculpture was rough and smooth at the same time.  While constructed of smooth bronze, the deep lines in the work tended to suggest a rougher texture.  All of these elements helped give the sculpture its own life, a life of strength (because of the strong lines), and serenity (because of the smooth bronze).


Each of these works are a masterpiece in their own right and deserve a much better treatment than is given here.  Nonetheless, all five of these works demonstrate a mastery of line, color, and texture by all the artists, which make them very appealing to view and analyze.  Moreover, it is for this reason alone that these pieces are to be forever marked as ‘good art,’ because of their power to captivate and intrigue the viewer, while providing an alternative perspective on our human experience.

